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a plan was organized " for bringing the Dictionary to the present state 
of knowledge." This was effected through the collaboration of some 
forty or fifty men of science, and the result of their undertaking ap- 
peared in 1860, under the editorship of Mr. Hunt, in three huge 
octavo volumes. The volume now before us consists of the new mat- 
ter in this edition, minus " those portions of the work which concerned 
the English mainly, their commercial and manufacturing resources and 
statistics, the least important historic notices, and some definitions in 
pure science, which seemed hardly embraced within the defined scope 
of the work." If these omissions have been judiciously made, (and we 
have no reason to think otherwise,) they cannot materially affect the 
practical usefulness of the American volume. And it certainly was 
wise to publish this one volume, rather than to republish the three ; for 
this will be generally purchased by the owners of the earlier editions 
of Ure, while few of them would have been willing purchasers of 
material the greater part of which was already in their possession. 
What strikes us most forcibly in this volume is the very large propor- 
tion of the original titles that recur in it, indicating that there was (and 
probably there is now) hardly a " closed canon " in any department 
of the useful arts, that the enlarged knowledge and improved processes 
of the last few years are as extensive in compass as they are momen- 
tous in interest, and that the literature of applied science is as affluent in 
novelty as is that of fancy, or of speculative physics, or of mental phi- 
losophy. The single article on Iron fills more than fifty closely printed 
pages, with no less than thirty-six diagrams of new machinery ; that 
on Coal- Gas, forty pages with thirty-one diagrams; that on Bread, 
thirty-two pages with twenty-eight diagrams ; while that on Calico- 
Printing — the longest, we believe, of all — takes up nearly sixty 
pages, with forty-five diagrams. From this statement it will appear 
how essential the supplementary volume is to preserve intact the value 
of the original work ; while the standard worth of this latter is estab- 
lished by the consent of the eminent men concerned in the republica- 
tion to the expediency of enlarging it, instead of superseding it by an 
entirely new Dictionary. 



28. — War Pictures from the South. By B. Estvan, Colonel of 
Cavalry in the Confederate Army. New York : Appleton & Co. 
1863. 12mo. pp. 352. 

Colonel Estvan — a foreigner — took service in the Confederate 
army at the commencement of the war. His sympathy with the 



584 NOYES'S BIVOUAC AND BATTLE-FIELD. [Oct. 

Rebel cause, not strong at the outset, evidently became more feeble 
with his growing knowledge of the points at issue ; and in his " War 
Pictures " he occupies an impartial position, which attaches peculiar 
weight to his opinions. He gives a clearer and more intelligible narra- 
tive of the battle of Manassas than we have seen elsewhere ; and he 
fully confirms the statement that the Confederate generals had given 
up as irrecoverably lost, not only the fortune of the day, but the cause 
of Southern independence, when the appearance of Kirby Smith with 
fresh forces, at the latest moment at which they could have been avail- 
ing, turned the tide of battle. He enters at large into the details of 
the Peninsular campaign under General McClellan, and shows how 
very near to complete success our army again approached. He as- 
cribes to McClellan the very highest qualities as a general, says that 
he was more respected and feared by the Rebels than any other 
Federal commander, and maintains that his failure on the Peninsula 
was rendered unavoidable by the non-concurrence of the forces under 
McDowell with his own. On this subject we know that there is room 
for a diversity of judgment, and are well aware that public sentiment 
now sets very strongly against the man who was for a time the cyno- 
sure of the army and of loyal Americans. We cannot deem our- 
selves qualified to express an opinion, though it would not surprise us 
should a calm review of events show that General McClellan was 
simply a capable and highly educated ofiicer of engineers, who lost 
the reputation and honor fairly earned and due by being forced into 
a place too large for one of his limited experience to fill. However 
this may be, there can be, we think, very little doubt that Colonel 
Estvan is justified in ascribing the almost unbroken series of misfor- 
tunes to the loyal cause which marked the first two years of the war 
" to a want of unity amongst the Federal generals." His book seems 
to us eminently wise in its judgments and opinions, is in its general 
tone friendly to the people of the North, and affords matter for careful 
reflection on past errors, and grave suggestions toward a better future, 
for our statesmen, generals, and citizens. 



29. — The Bivouac and the Battle-Field ; or Campaign Sketches in 
Virginia and Maryland. By George F. Notes, Capt. U. S. Vol- 
unteers. New York: Harper and Brothers. 1863. 12mo. pp.339. 

Captain Noyes is one of the many gifted and highly educated men 
who have enlisted in our army from patriotic motives alone. His nar- 
rative, therefore, though for the most part made up of incidents which 



